
Luther "Big Dee" James Jr
November 18, 1979 - January 9, 2024

Luther James Jr., affectionately known as Dee-Dee, Big D, and Luke, was
born November 18, 1979, to Elizabeth Williams James and Luther James Sr.
in Springfield, South Carolina. He suddenly passed away on January 9, 2024,
at his residence. His loss is completely unexpected, and our family is
profoundly saddened. 

 

Dee-Dee received his early education in the South Carolina school systems.
As a youth, he was an excellent athlete. He played in football and softball
leagues winning championships across South Carolina. He spent summers in
Delaware, and enjoyed basketball, bowling, swimming, and hanging with all
his cousins, who were more like his siblings, before returning home to South
Carolina. 

He accepted Christ at an early age, and attended services with his mother at
Frost Branch Baptist Church in South Carolina. He was also actively involved
in the youth ministry at Holy Bethel the Church of God in Delaware, where he
sang in the choir, participated in Sunday School, bible study, Children’s
Services, and was an honorary member of the music department. Later, he
became a member of Prayer & Praise Power Ministries Inc. in Wilmington,
Delaware. 

 

He attended Hunter-Kinard-Tyler Middle/High School, and in 1997, Dee-Dee



relocated to Delaware and transferred to Delcastle Technical High School in
Wilmington, where he specialized in Carpentry. In school, he was recognized
for his attention to detail, precise cuts, and excellent measurement skills in
woodworking. 

During high school and as a young adult, Dee-Dee held various jobs at
Wendy’s, Popeyes, Amazon, and worked side-by-side with his aunts Mattie
and Marie in their janitorial businesses. He was always about his money, and
had no problem pulling other family members into his pursuit for greater
opportunities. In 2001, Dee-Dee welcomed his only son, Jamiere Murray into
this world. Jamiere was his pride and joy. Wherever Dee-Dee went, Jamiere
was always one step behind. He was a beloved father, son, brother, uncle,
and friend. 

 

In 2005, Luke began working at Service Tire Truck Center, where he remained
for 18 years, and recently served as the Warehouse Manager. He was the
backbone to the New Castle shop, and always held his Service Tire family in
the highest regards. 

 

He devoted his free time with family and playing pool. In 2012, Big D joined
the City of Wilmington Inner City Pool league, and was a member of the N-Da-
Pocket team. Over the years, he served in many capacities, including Team
Captain, and led his teams to several championship tournaments throughout
the years. 

 

He loved spending time in the kitchen and on the BBQ grill creating delicious
meals for his family, Service Tire, and the pool league. He enjoyed every
moment cooking, singing, and spending quality time with his nieces, nephew,
and little cousins. He had a nickname for each one of them, and his family
meant more to him than words can describe. 



Big D lived a full and vibrant life with more friends than you could count. To his
nieces, nephews, and cousins, he was the “cool” Uncle D and was always fun
to hang around. He was the family comedian and the life of the party. Around
him, there was never a dull moment. He kept people rolling in laughter
because he could find humor in every aspect of life. 
Many loved him for his compassionate ways and his caring heart. “If you knew
him, and had him for a friend, he wasn’t just a friend by word, he was a friend
indeed. Big D was big-hearted and radiated light. He accepted everyone with
an open heart and open arms. His love had no boundaries. 

He was preceded in death by his grandparents: Ethel Mae and Jerome
Williams, and Lovell and David Lee James Sr.; (2) aunts: Lovely Ann Johnson
and Elizabeth James, and (1) uncle, David Lee James Jr. 

 

He leaves to cherish his memory his son, Jamiere Murray, (3) grandchildren:
Kardi’Yair Montford, Ahmierie Peace, and Vixen Comer; his mother, Elizabeth
Williams James; father, Luther James Sr.; (3) Sisters: Shemeka James,
Kebrina Howard, Yadira Williams; (5) brothers: Lucas James, Marquis (Sarah)
Howard, Kendrick James, Antonio James, and Roberto James; a special
friend, Soweto Anderson, and a host of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives, and friends. 

 

Dee-Dee’s departure comes as a great shock and a deep wound, and it is
gravely felt by his entire family and countless others who loved him deeply in
his wide-network of community.



Cemetery Details

Silverbrook Cemetery

3300 Lancaster Pike
Wilmington, DE 19805

Previous Events

Viewing

JAN 26. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

New Mt. Olive Baptist Church
4412 Washington Blvd
Wilmington, DE 19802

Celebration of Life

JAN 26. 11:00 AM (ET)

New Mt. Olive Baptist Church
4412 Washington Blvd
Wilmington, DE 19802

Burial

JAN 26 (ET)

Silverbrook Cemetery
3300 Lancaster Pike
Wilmington, DE 19805
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Theresa Williams - April 01, 2024 at 11:21 PM

Theresa Williams lit a candle in memory of
Luther "Big Dee" James Jr

Sarah James - January 27, 2024 at 02:59 PM

Sarah James lit a candle in memory of Luther
"Big Dee" James Jr

Dorothy Calhoun - January 26, 2024 at 12:18 PM

Dorothy Calhoun lit a candle in memory of
Luther "Big Dee" James Jr

Dorothy Calhoun - January 25, 2024 at 05:55 PM

Dorothy Calhoun lit a candle in memory of
Luther "Big Dee" James Jr
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Dorothy Calhoun - January 25, 2024 at 05:45 PM

My heart is so heavy, for the loss of Dee Dee,he will truly be
missed.. He was the life of the party, would make you laugh when
you didn't want to. He was that way from a child to a grown man..my
prayers are with the family at this time, Elizabeth,Shekee and the
kids, God got you. 

 Aunt Dot

Willie Streets - January 25, 2024 at 02:33 AM

Big Luther, my guy! We met around summer 97. I remember
because me and my cousin Rob would hoop with you throughout
the summer heading into our freshmen year. And as me & Rob
walked into Delcastle, who do we see, none other than the guy we
had just met!! Yo you had jokes for days! I remember you getting
Knicoma to rap and do his MIchael Jackson moves at St Anthony’s
park. That was our home court! Even as we traveled all over
Westside hooping, everyone from St Anthony’s 97-2003 (before
they cut the courts down) will forever remember you as the humble
giant with And 1 moves and could shoot lights out from anywhere!!
We were Kobe and Shaq out there!! I remember like yesterday
when you threw me the Alley from full court and said, “I knew you’d
catch it!” Your confidence was masterful. Bro, you got me my first
adult job at Parkview in 2002! It’s been too long since we last spoke
but we always checked in on each other and you were still cracking
jokes. 
 
I’m really gonna miss you my dude. You were 1 of 1. I promise to
keep your name alive down here while you set a place for us all up
there. 
 
Love you my 
Willie Streets
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The Godwins - January 24, 2024 at 05:09 PM

We're very sorry for your loss. May the Lord give you strength, and
comfort during this difficult time. God bless Ms Elizabeth and the
family.

January 24, 2024 at 09:01 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Luther "Big Dee" James Jr.

ronald bennett - January 24, 2024 at 08:32 AM

Luke will truly be missed by everyone at Service Tire Truck Centers.
He was a man with a huge heart, and devotion to his job. 

 We will miss you Luke  
 Ron Bennett

BRIAN ( STTC FAMILY ) - January 23, 2024 at 03:42 PM

BRIAN ( STTC FAMILY ) lit a candle in
memory of Luther "Big Dee" James Jr

https://www.gorefuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.gorefuneralservices.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Loretta James - January 20, 2024 at 03:09 PM

Loretta James lit a candle in memory of
Luther "Big Dee" James Jr

Theresa Willams - January 19, 2024 at 11:07 PM

Theresa Willams lit a candle in memory of
Luther "Big Dee" James Jr

Michelle Blango - January 18, 2024 at 12:04 PM

Michelle Blango lit a candle in memory of
Luther "Big Dee" James Jr


